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698 Geographical Literature and Maps 

Before discussing the evidence in the case Mr. Balch brings together in a 
short chapter the names of distinguished travelers such as Marco Polo, Amerigo 
Vespucci and many others who were first doubted and afterwards vindicated. 

Mr. Balch bases his argument in favor of the credibility of Cook's claim to 
have reached the Pole upon an analysis and comparison of three journeys: Peary 
in 1906, described in his book "Nearest the Pole"; Cook in 1908, described in 
the New York Herald in 1909 and in his book "My Attainment of the Pole" 
published in 1911; and Peary in 1909, described in his book "The North Pole" 
published in 1910. Mr. Balch's book will probably stand as the best setting 
forth of the matter in justification of Dr. Cook's contention that has been or will 
be written. It is well to have his argument and conclusions on record. All 
geographers are, of course, in hearty accord with Mr. Balch's faith that Arctic 
exploration will not cease till all its secrets are revealed. 

Croisiere Oceanographlque AccompUe a Bord de la Belgica dans la Mer du 
Griraland, 1905. Relation Succincte du Voyage. Par A. de Gerlache. 
70 pp. Maps, ills. 1909. 

Campagne Arctlque de 1907. (1) Etude Lithologique de Fonds Recueillis dans 
les Parages de la Nouvelle-Zemble. Par J. Thoulet. 28 pp. Maps, ills. 
(2) Microplankton des Mers de Barents et de Kara. Accompanied by plates 
in separate case. Par le Dr. Alph. Meunier. xviii and 355 pp. (3) Journal 
de Bord et Physique du Globe. 99 pp. Maps, ills. Imprimerie Scien- 
tifique, C. Bulens, Editeur, Brussels, 1910-11. 14 x 11 each. 
The scientific results which challenge attention in the narrative of this cruise 
are the remarkable set of soundings taken by the author's party. The ex- 
plorers owed much of their success to the exceptionally favorable ice conditions 
prevailing north of lat. 76° in the summer of 1905. Deep sea observations were 
made while proceeding from north to south. Evidence of a suboceanic zone of 
relief in lat. 78° 10' N. and between 5° and 17° W. can be inferred from the figures 
reported by Commandant de Gerlache. The relative shallowness of the western 
portion of this area appears to be particularly well marked. Here the length 
of line unwound did not exceed 58 meters in one instance and attained a maximum 
of only 490 meters for a degree and a half east and west of meridian 15° W. 
This submerged eminence 1 was called the Belgica Bank. Its morainic character 
was determined by the nature of the lithological specimens brought up. 

The exploration of the east coast of Greenland between lat. 77° and 79°, 
while superseded by Erichsen's mapping, deserves notice as valuable pioneer 
work for its day. 

Biological investigations made in the Kara and Barents Seas during the 
1907 cruise of the Belgica were incorporated in a monograph by Mr. Meunier. 
This scientist has restricted the use of the term microplankton throughout his 
report to designate unicellular proto-organisms. This use will undoubtedly 
appeal to biologists far more than the meaning usually accorded to the word 
whereby it refers to differentiation based on size. The color of the yellow snow 
was attributed to the presence of the Diamylon nivale among the microphytes 
examined. Leon Dominian. 

ANTHBOPOGEOGBAPHY 

La Geographle Humalne. Essai de classification positive. Principes et 
exemples. Par Jean Brunhes. 2eme Edition, revue et augmented, xv 
and 798 pp. Maps, ills., index. F6hxAlcan, Paris, 1912. Fr. 20. 10x6}^.* 
Two chapters (8 and 10) in which topics of recent progress in the study of 
geography are discussed have' been partly rewritten and extended. In ampli- 
fying his comments on the value of legional studies in the sense implied by the 
German term of "Landerkunde" Brunhes adheres more firmly to his previous 
stand according to which regional geography must be regarded as the ultimate 
object of research instead of as a preliminary investigation. 

1 For general correlation see Groll's Map of the Atlantic Ocean in VerBffentl. d. Inst. /. Meeresk. 
Neue Folge: A, Heft 2, Taf. 1, Berlin, 1912. 

♦See review of the first edition by Mark Jefferson in the Bulletin, Vol. 43, June, 1911, pp. 
467-469. 
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The credit to which the author is chiefly entitled is due to his admirable 
application of the positive method to geographical investigation. It was only 
by the introduction of the element of systematic coordination that he was able 
to muster the facts of human geography in their exact relations. Much remains 
to be added to his work but the book is bound to remain for a long time tccome 
a most prolific source of suggestiveness and one which no geographer can afford 
to ignore. Therein its merit exceeds its value as a treatise on human geography. 

The edition differs slightly on the whole from the first. In both, the clear 
vision of the geographical factor underlying natural manifestations on the surface 
of the earth is evoked. Whether the description given refers to one of man's 
special industries or to the spread of a disease, or of a race, the salient note is that 
of relation to locus on our planet's surface. In asserting that, when regarded 
from the standpoint of pure geography, there can exist no difference between a 
city avenue and a river or between a block of houses and a craggy pile of moun- 
tains, Brunhes has not merely confined himself to giving expression once more 
to the most modern conception of geography as a science. He has actually gone 
a step further and ascribed by the very same assertion the science's true place in 
the investigation of nature as a unit towards which all human study must 
ultimately converge after it has reached a certain stage of development. 

The fine of demarcation between ethnography and human geography is 
sharply laid out. The example thus given deserves being followed, as the tendency 
to include mere descriptions of customs under the heading of geography is not 
uncommon. Leon Dominian. 

The Sea Trader, Hts Friends and Enemies. By David Hannav. xi and 388 
pp. Ills., index. Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 1912. $3.75. 9x6. 
This history of the sea trade from its earliest recorded beginnings to the 
advent of large and well-equipped services is an intensely human story. The 
sea trader has been neglected for the more romantic tales of the discoverer, the 
privateersman or the pirate, but now it is possible to read of the evolution of 
shipping from the standpoint of world commerce. As a whole the book is new, 
and familiar stories of the sea have been omitted. When, however, the sea 
trader comes into contact with the dominant powers of the sea as the pirate, the 
angle of vision changes. The book has much of adventure in the opening of ocean 
routes in the various seas, considers cargoes and sailors and supplies a picture 
of the life of these sailors under the changing conditions. An impressive chap- 
ter on the slave trade stands out as a dark page of the sea trader's history. 

Robert M. Brown. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL GEOGRAPHY 

Coal and What We Get from It. A Romance of Applied Science. By Raphael 
Meldola. 210 pp. Ills., index. Society for Promoting Christian Knowl- 
edge, London, 1905. 2s. 6d. 7x5. 
The title is somewhat misleading, as a few pages only are devoted to the 
origin, geological relations and geographical distribution of coal. The book 
belongs in the field of chemical technology and is a semi-popular account of the 
various derivatives of coal tar. Among the products now common, whose 
derivation is treated, are the various dyes, including artificial indigo, coal-tar 
products used in pharmacy, saccharin, aromatic perfumes and substances used 
in photography. Each product is discussed chemically and historically as well. 
Notwithstanding the omission of chemical formulae, the book is not easy reading 
for the non-chemist. It is not, therefore, a precise use of terms to call the volume 
a "romance of applied science." The title of the work is used as a running 
headline throughout, a plan which is as perplexing to the reader, as it is a needless 
waste of type and space. A. P. Brigham. 

OCEANOGRAPHY 

Waves of the Sea and Other Water Waves. By Vaughan Cornish. 374 
pp. Ills., index. T. Fisher Unwin, London, 1910. 10s. 9x6. 
Every geologist should welcome this critical and fairly comprehensive treat- 
ment of the subject of water waves by the foremost authority upon wave action 



